
4 CONGRESS.
Monday, December 20, 1852.

IN sIn*ATE.
Mr. Bull, of Tennessee, appeared in bis seat to-day.

RESIGNATION OF HON. W. R. KINO.
Tbe following letter was reoeived from the Hon. W. E.

King, and read by tbe Secretary :

Washington, December 20, 1652.
Senators : The leoble state of my health renders me un-

ble t<» discharge the duties of President pro tem. Accept, I

beg you, my resignation of the hotorablo position in which

you have with so much unanimity placed me.

In taking leave of you, Senators, permit me to express my
grateful acknowledgments for your uniform personal kind¬
ness, and the generous support you have never failed to give
me in my efforts to preserve order and enforce the parliamen¬
tary law. May a merciful Providence preserve to each of
«ou the greateut of all earthly blessing?, health.
' With the highest respect und esteem, I am your obedient
servant, 0 WM. R. KINO.

Mr. BUTLEK presented tbe credentials of the Hon.
Vfu. F. DkSavmsvre, elected a Senator by the Legisla¬
ture of South Carolina to fill tbe vacancy occasioned by
tbe resignation of B. Barnwell lthett.
Tbe credentials having been read, Mr. B. introduced a

resolution to the effect that the oath prescribed by law
should be administered by the Hon. John Davis ; which
having been agreed to, the oath was administered, and
Mr. DeSaussure took bis seat.

Mr. BRIGHT submitted the following resolution, which
was considered und unanimously agreed to:

Hetohxd, That the Hon. David R. Atchison be appointed
President of the Senate pro tem.

Mr. Atcuxson took the chair, and returned his thanks
in a neat and appropriate manner for the honor a second
time conferred on him, expressing at the same time the re¬

gret (which he felt assured was shared in oommon with the
whole Senate) at the cause that induced the necessity of
the eleotion of a presiding officer. H« did not expect to
discharge the duties of the chair with the same eminent
ability as his predecessor, or with so much satisfaction
to the body, but he could pledge himself to discharge the
duties to the best of his ability, and with strict impar¬
tiality.
An order was. then made that the Secretary acquaint

tbe President of the United States and notify the House
of Representatives of the appointment of Mr. Atchison
as President of the Senate.

The following resolutions were then submitted by Mr.
DAVIS:

In Senate op tub United States,
December 20,1S52.

Jie»olved, That the thanks of the Senate be presented to
the Hon. W. R. Kixo for the ability and courtesy with whioh
he has discharged the duties of President of the Senate
pro tem.
p* Resolved, That the Senate regret the indisposition of the
Hon.W. R. Kino, which has occasioned the resignation.

Attest: ASBURY DlCKINS,
Secretary of the Senate.

MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS.
The following memorials and petitions were presented

and appropriately referred:
By Mr. DAVIS: From a committee of the Boston Ma¬

rine Society, asking a repeal of the laws requiring Ame¬
rican'seamen to have protections, and suggesting that a
law be passed compelling all registered vessels of the
United States to take one young man for every 200 tons
of register, and the establishment of naval schools for
the preparation of youth for the mercantile marine.
By Mr. MORTON: From citizens of the State of Flo¬

rida, asking that the practioe of employing chaplains in
the army and navy and in Congress be abolished.

EXTENSION OF BOUNTY LAND LAWS.
Mr. BRODIIEAD introduced a bill extending the pro¬visions of the several laws granting bounty land to the

officers and soldiers who have been engaged in the mili¬
tary service of the United States ; which was referred to
the Committee on Public Lands.

THE DISPUTED SEAT.
The question pending being the amendment of Mr.

Jones, of Tennessee, to strike out all after the word re-
eolved in Mr. Gwin'h resolution, as modified by Mr. Ma¬
son, and to insert:
" That the Hon. Archibald Dixon was duly elected by the

Legislature of the State of Kentucky to fill the vacancy in the
Senate occasioned by the resignation of the Hon. Henry
Clay, and b entitled to a seat therein.
Mr. DOUGLAS addressed the Senate at length in oppo¬sition to the claims of Mr. Dixon to the seat.
Mr. CASS followed on the same side. .

Mr. RUSK sustained the validity of the credentials of
Mr. Dixox. It was enough for him to know the wishes
of the BUkt* of Kentucky, and ha would not attempt to de¬
feat them on a mere quibble.

Mr. SEWARD addressed the Senate at length in favor
Of Mr. Dixon being entitled to his seat
Mmwb. MASON and BATAKd spoke briefly in lavoi

the appointment of Mr. Mkriwkthkr, when
Mr. BORLAND moved to postpone the further con¬

sideration of the subject until to-morrow, which was de¬
cided in the negative, as was a motion to adjourn made
by Mr. Badger.
The question was then taken by yeas and nays on Mr.

Jones's resolution, and decided in the affirmative, as fol¬
lows :
YEAS.Messrs. Adam*, Atchison, Badger, Bell, Brooke,

Butler, Chase, Clarke, Cooper, Davis, Dawson, Dodge of
Iowa, Fib, Oeyer, Ilale, Jones of Tennessee. Miller, Morton,
Pearce, Rusk, Seward, Smith, Spruance, Sumner, Under¬
wood, Upham, and Wade.27.
NAYr.Messrs. Bayard. Qorlnnd, Bradbury, Bright, Cass,

"Cathoart, DeSauMur?, Dodge of Wisconsin, Douglas, Downs,
Feleh, (Jwiu, Mason, Norria, Touoey, and Weller.16
On motion, the Senate adjourned.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.
Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, in pursuance of notice,

introduced the following resolution :

Ruoic<d, Th»t th« following be added to the rales of the
House of Representatives:
t There shall be appointed s standing committee of the
House of Representatives, to consist of fifteen members, to
be called the General Committee on Claims, whose duty it
¦hall be to report & bill at each session of Congress making
appropriations for the payment of private claimants. It shalt
be the duty of the other committee* of the House, when tbev
have prepared a written repert in favor of any claim, to traDe¬
mit their report, together with the eridenoe on which it is
based, to said Utneral Committee on Claims; and if said com¬
mittee, after d«f examination, shall concur in said report,
they shall insert an item for the payment of said claim in " the
bill for the payment of private claimants," and thereupon sub¬
mit to tho House the report and evidence aforesaid, to be
printed, or otherwise disposed of as the House may direct
And upon the demand of a single member a separate vote
shall be had «m any section of said bill designated by him,
notwithstaadmg the previous question may have been moved
and seconded.

Mr. BROWN said that it was admitted that the presentmode of disposing of private claims was insuflaient and
ineffective, and all of them no doubt thought that it ought
to be in tome manner changed. For a good many years
there hail beor a proposition before Congress to establish
a Board of Claims. At first he was strongly inclined to
sustain the proposition, but reflection bad satisfied him
that it would not answer the purpose for which It was in¬
tended. He thought that his proposition would meet the
end he had in view, and he therefore hoped it would re¬
ceive the sanction of the House.

Mr. 8WEET8ER thought that the amendment to the
rttlaa now under consideration would effect no good. It
would place aU private bills upon a common platform, and
a combination would thus be created that woald carry
them all through, whether just or unjust. He never would
give hit vote for the purpose of increasing the approaches
to the general treasury, and he believed the amendment
before the House would have that effect. It would be
dangerous, not only for a fair investigation of claims, but
it would be dangerous to the Treasury, to submit claims
en for the action of the House. He would throw
open the courts of justice, and let every man who had aa
honest claim against the Government find redress in a
court of justice.

lfr.,BtBP HKN8, of Georgia, could see no possible in¬jury that oonld result from the adoption of the proposi¬tion of the gentleman from Mississippi. The proposedcommittee would not by any means be conclusive uponthe House. Any member would then have the sameright to record his vote against any claim, and would hein the same position to guard the Treasury and keep itit from beinjr robbed as he had now. The present systemof adjudicating claims was certainly a very defective one,and some remedy was needed. He referred to the smallattendance of members when private business was underConsideration, and was of the opinion that the interestsof the Governmeat and the rights of olaimants would bebetter protected by the proposed amendment than underthe present system.
Mr. CLEVELAND believed (bat all would agree that

some better mode than the one they now had should be d»-?ised for the purpose of doing Justice to claimants; buthe did not think thnt the proposition now pending wtnfljraccomplish Umr object in view. He stated at length hfb
objections to it, and thought that they oould remedy the
present evil by assembling on Fridays and Saturdays and
attending to private business.

Mr. STUART opposed the resolution, believing that its,practical effect would be to submit the entire system of
paying private claims to fifteen gentlemen, without appeal.MrTraoMWMW, of Illinois, tpoke in favor of the re-
dotation, remarking that the great objection which bad

I
been urged against it wan that it would makt an omnibus
bill of all claims which might oorne before Congress.
Now, do remedy could be suggested to which there might
not be serious objections proposed, and the question was,
would this proposition relieve cluimants from the difficul¬
ties under which thej now labored ? Believing it would,
he would giro his vote for the resolution.

Mr. WASHBURN also submitted a few remarks in fuvor
of the resolution, though he thought it should be umeuded
so as to prescribe u time at which the committee should
report.

Mr. STANLY hoped that the resolution would not be
adopted, being of the opiniou that it would fix an impruo-ticable scheme upon the.House. Any thing ou earth would
be better thau to establish aboard of claims among them¬
selves.

Mr. FREEMAN moved to amend the resolution by in¬
serting in lieu thereof a provision instructing the Com¬
mittee on the Judiciary to inquire into the necessity and
propriety of giving the district courts of the United States
full power at law and in equity to hear and determine all
claims against the Federal Government. This (he said)
would obviate the necessity of claimants coming to the
city of Washington to obtain their claims, aud would give
the people justice at their own doors.

Mr. SACKETT stated his objections to the resolution,
6tating that he did not believe it would facilitate the pas¬
sage of any claim through the House.

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkausas, said that, in ninety-nine
cases out of a hundred, those who urged claims againstthe Government abandoned them in utter hopelessness of
ever obtaining them. lie earnestly advocated the rights
ol private claimants, and strongly urged the adoption of
the resolution. In conclusion, he demanded the previous
question.
The previous question was seconded, and under its ope¬

ration the amendment of Mr. Fkeeman was rejected; Ayes
G8, noes 73.

Mr. STUART moved to lay the resolution on the table,
which motion was not agreed to: Yeas 77, nays 90.
The question was then taken on the adoption of the re¬

solution, and it was decided iu the negative by the follow¬
ing vote:
YEAS.Messrs, Abererombie, Aiken, Willis Allen, William

Appleton, Ashe, Barrere, Bennett, Bibighaus, Bragg, Bren-
ton, Albert G. Brown, Busby, B. C. Cabell, Caldwell, Lewis D.
Campbell, Thompson Campbell, Caskie, Chapman, Chantain,
Clemens, Cobb, Conger, Culloin, Darby, Ge«rge T. Davis,
Dockery, Duncan. Dunham, Faulkner, Fieklin, Henry M.
Fuller, Gaylord, Gray, laham G. Harris, S. W. Harris, Hillyer,
'Hunter, Ives, Jackson, Jenkins, Robert W. Johnson, Daniel
T. Jones, G. W. Jones, Landry, McCorkle, Meade, Molony,
John Moore, Nabers, Orr, S. W. Parker, Penn, Polk, Porter,
Preston, lleed, Robbins, Robinson, Scudder, Smart, Smith,
Snow, F. P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, A. H. Stephens,
St. Martin, Taylor, Venable, Ward, Washburn, Watkins, Wil¬
cox, Williams, and Woodward.74.
NAYS.Messrs. Allison, Averett, T. H. Bayly, Beale, Bell,

Bocock, Bowie, Boyd, Buell, Burrows, Cartter, Chandler, Clark,
Cleveland, Cllngman, Curtis, John G. Davis, Dawson, East¬
man, Edmundson, Florence, Floyd, Freeman, Thomas J. D.
Fuller, Gamble, Giddinfs, Gilmore, Goodenow, Goodrich,
Gorman, Grow, Harper, Hart, Hatcall, llebard, Henn, Hib-
bard, Holladay, Horsford, Houston, John W. Howe, Thomas
M. Howe, Ingersoll, Andrew Johnson, James Johnson, John
Johnson, J. Glancy Jones, George G. King, Preston King,
Kurtz, Leteher, McDonald, McMullen, Meaoham, Millson,
Morehead, Morrison, Murphy, Murray, Newton, Outlaw, An¬
drew Parker, Peaslee, Penniman, Perkins, Phelps, Price,
Riddle, Robie, Ross, Sackett, Savage, Schermerhorn, Sohoon-
maker, David L. Seymour, Origen S. Seymour, Skelton,
Stanly, Benjamin Stanton, A. P. Stephens, Sweetser, Thurs¬
ton, Townshend, Walbridge,Wallace, Welch, Wells, and Wild-
rick.89.
On motion of Mr. POLK, a committee of conference was

appointed on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses on
the bill for the relief of Mrs. Worth, widow of the late
Major General Worth.
On motion of Mr. EWING, it was.
Jietolred, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instruct¬

ed to inquire into the expediency of a resolution providing
for an amendment of the Constitution in such a manner as to
authorize Congress to require that the electors for the Presi¬
dency and Vice Pr-sidency (except the two Senatorial elec¬
tors) shall be chosen in each State by separate districts in¬
stead of by the vote of the whole State.

Adjourned.

Tuesday, December 21, 1852.

IN SENATE.
Mr. BROOKE introduced a bill to repeal all laws now

in force imposing duty on railroad iron; which was refer¬
red to the Committee on Finance.

BREVET LIEUTENANT GENERAL.
The Senate then resumed the joint resolution autho¬

rizing the President of the United States to confer the
title of lieutenant general by brevet for eminent services;
which was read.
Mr. SHIELDS felt it his duty to state that this was no

new proposition. Two years ago it was before the Se¬
nate, and he, as chairman of the Committee on MilitaryAffairs, had made a report which was favorably received,
and a joint resolution similar to that now before them
had passed with very little opposition, but was lost iu the
House for want of time. At the preceding session Mr.
Clemens, from the Military Committee, had reported the
resolution now before them. The committee had deemed
ltd passage ft lucru act uf uiWlny t. <Jcu. Scott.
It was true the resolution in question did not confer the
brevet, because it was not the province of the Senate to
do so, but it gave the power to the President to confer
that mark of distinction, as a matter of justice to Gen.
Scott, who was the only officer in the army on whom
neither additional rank nor additional pay had been
given, while subordinates who had served under bim had
in some instances received two or three brevets, some of
whom had the pay to which their brevet rank entitled
them. He who had guided the army to the achievement
of all those glorious victories connected with the cam¬
paign had received nothing from the hands of the Go¬
vernment. It struck him that such brilliant achieve¬
ments deserved additional rank, and he presumed .*ucb
would be the opinion of the Senate. He thought that the
present was a favorable occasion on the part of the ma¬
jority to confer the rank. The powerful should alwayBbe generous; nay, it was a duty for them to be so, and
he could say boldly and truly that there never lived a
more generous victor than Gen. Scott. But he (Mr. S.)did not place this subject on the ground of generosity,biit of strict justice to the distinguished chieftain, whose
position was such that he could not obtain additional
rank without legislation. It might be said that a brevet
was of little value; it was, however, beyond price to the
soldier, because it was the stamp of his country put uponhis gallant services, and brevet was the proof that hi*
services bad been recognised, and that was the reason
why it was so highly prixed by every soldier.

Mr. S. paid a well-merited tribute to the army. He said
there was not an army of the Same number in the wide
world that performed harder sertice and had a more
cheerless *n«i dreary time than that of the Uaited States.
It was Btationed for the most part beyond the bounds of
civilisation, scattered along a vast frontier, enduring pri¬
vations and all the dangers of war without its incentive*
to glory. A compliment, therefore, paid to the chief of the
army would be regarded as an honor to the whole. Be¬
sides, the army deserved well of the country. It had
brought us through three glorious wars, and from Lexing¬
ton to Mexico it had ever been victorious; and perhaps
in that whole path of glory there never was a tingle por¬
tion of it more brilliant than that guided by the distin¬
guished general whom they intended to honor by the
adoption of this resolution.

view the whole campaign from Vera Crui to Mexico,
to which no history ever yet written had done justice,
or the chieftain who guided and directed It, and he might
ohnllenge history to produce a parallel to it. Vera Oris,
one of the strongest posts in the world, ami well garri¬
soned, fell before the American army with a loss of only
sixty men. And was not that generalship ? Go to Cerro
Gordo, a natural fortress, (nothing like it perhaps on this
continent,,) which a handful of men might have defended
against a whole army; look to the plan of attaok, the
execution of it, and the final result, and where could be
found a more glorious military achievement ? Look to
the city of Mexioo, where, with tyi army comprising not
more than six thousand men, dhe mere remnant of war, of
battle, and disease, in a city of over two hundred thou¬
sand inhabitant*, defended by an army of over twenty
thousand, aa well disciplined, as well organized, aa our

own; the Americans wounded, sick,and dying all around
in the midst of a nation of seven millions, that little rem¬
nant of the army captured the city, and forced the enemy
to a peace. What, in his opinion, however, was more

glorious to the army and its gallant commander, was, that
fife and property were never as secure in that city since
the fall of the Montezumas as during our possession of it.
n« Intended when he rose to have said only a few words,

but he frit It his duty from their past relations to say
ibis much.

Mr. DAVIS. And you have said it very well.
Mr. BADGER. Very well.
Mr. CASS next addressed the Senate. When (said he)

this subject was before us some months since, I had in¬
superable objections, and so expressed myself, to the
form in which it was presented. The bill, as originally
Introduced, created the brevet grade of lieutenant gene¬
ral, and rendered it a permanent part of our military es¬
tablishment. I was utterly opposed to such an arrange¬
ment, aad desired the office to be a temporary one, to ne
limited to the occasion whioh seemed to render It proper.
I proposed an amendment which had In view this object,
E avowed the determination to support the measure if

ore adopted, and to vote against it if it wera r«$eet«d.
bill now before ^s, -introduced by the honorable Se¬

tter from Alabama, (Mr. Ci.icisms,) etnbraeaa ttie prin¬ciple of my amendment, providing that the law shall ter¬
minate when tHe office has been once filled and become
Vacant, and I shall therefore cheerfully give It my sup¬
port. Tit* object 0/ this proposition is well understood

by the Senate and by the oountry, and I shall confine
myself rather to the explanation of my general views in
relation to it than to any ftpeeific objection* made here or
.l&tjwhore. That object 1b to provide a mode in which an

appropnute tuark ol public approbation may be conferred
upon Gen. Scott for bis eminent military services in
Mexico, fLis purpose is not indeed expressed in the bill
itself, becuuse, being a legislative measure, all we can do
in our legislative capacity is to create the grade, leavio?
to the appointing power to fill it upon its own responsi¬
bility. \\ e may of course be sure that the honor wil' be
couftrred upou Gen. Scott, aud we know by the terras a the
hill, as I have already said, that it cannot afterwards be
conferred upon any other person, a* the law, ipto J+cto,
expires upon the happening of a vacancy-

All nations, sir, and we auiong tkern, have adopted the
policy, the justice, indeed, of conferring rewards for dis¬
tinguished military services. These tokens of the grati¬
tude of a country are not onlyprectabsmemorials to those
receiving them, and who ha/e gained their title to them
by the toils, and trials, and exposures, and sufferings of a
perilous profession, but tfcey become an encouragement,
an incentive to others tr follow in the same career, and
hope for the same distinctions. A character of high nnd
jealous honor is essential to the efficiency of any military
establishment. It it not a cold performance of duty
which oan raise jt to a proper sUndard, but there must
be an esprit du corps, a spirit of emulation, a striving with
one another, generous indeed, but active And ceaseless
wherever there are duties to be fulfilled, or honor to be
acquired, whether in the fortress, in the camp, or on the
battle-field.
And I think I understand the feelings of the American

army, and I can say, with a perfect conviction of the
truth, that I no not believe there is another military es¬
tablishment in the world which exceeds it in the great
characteristics of honor, patriotism, discipline, and valor.
And I have heard with great pleasure the just and elo¬
quent remarks of the Senater from Illinois (Mr. Shields)
upon this branch of the subject, and indeed upon the
whole question. The army has always done its duty to
the country, and often uuder circumstances of the great¬
est difficulty and danger, and I hope the country will al¬
ways be disposed to deal with it in a spirit of justice and
luiianeBs.
The granting of additional brevet rank for gallant ser¬

vices on the battle-field may be considered now as part of
our national policy, sanctioned bypractioe and the ap¬
probation of the country. As to titles, such as are grant¬
ed elsewhere, thank God we have none to bestow; and I
trust I shall never live to see the day when any pecuniary
rewards will be conferred upon military men, except pen¬
sions for injuries actually sustained in the line of their
duty, agreeably to our present system. An additional bre¬
vet grade is the true official reward which our service
oners, and it well becomes the nature of our institutions.

Ihe campaigns in Mexico were fertile in glorious re¬
sults, and all who contributed to them, by distinguished
personal exertions, received the acknowledgment of their
good conduct by brevet promotions, and in many instan¬
cesi by more than one, where more than one chance
of distinction presented itself, and was seized in the proper
spirit; he, who planned and conducted one of those perilous
inroads into the heart of the enemy's countrv is the only
living officer of the army excluded from this distribution
of rewards so gratifying to the just pride of a soldier.
And why is this? Notbecause his eminent merits were net
felt and acknowledged, for no such injustice found place
in the hearts of the people, but because he won, almost
forty years ago in other fields, but with equal gallantry,
the highest grade known to our system. And though he
had other services to render, we had no other rewanls to
offer, in the line of his duty, without some new legislative
provision. 1 he gradations in our military establishment
rise from second or third lieutenants, formerly ensigns,
and I do not know why the designation was changed to
rst lieutenants, captains, majors, lieutenant-colonels,

colonels, brigadier-generals, Bnd major-generals, and there
we have always stopped, with the exception of the office
of commander-in-chief, during the revolutionary war, and
of the arrangement for the return of Gen. Washington to
the military service of the country, during our difficulties
with r ranee, when the position of commander of the armv
commustoned as a lieutenant-general was conferred upon

7wfft-er/ords chan«ed *> tbat at general of the
omits of the United States,

this mfrel.v 48 an interesting incident in our
military history, and not as a precedent for.our action,
now or hereafter ; for Washington stood alone in charac¬
ter and services, and in the hearts of his countrymen
and in my opinion, in the annals of the world; and as his
career was without example, so the personal distinctions
attached to him should remain his own, furnishing no
precedent for future application.
And it is in this spirit of jealous reverence for the name

and the fame of Washington that I shall ask my friend
from Alabama (Mr. Clemens) to consent to the change
of a word in his amendatory resolution bv substituting
the words created or established for revived', so that this
grade may now be introduced without reference to any
previous proceedings. The mantle of Washington fell on
no man ; and 1 have an insuperahla nhi«otio» »/¦> (

any one with his honors by reviving them for another.
And, besides,"the proposition may raise a question we had
better avoid, when we can avoid it so easily and so pro¬
perly. The office of lieutenant general was never directly
introduced into our service. The office created was that
of .. o^mcaaad«r of tho *rmy,". "to be commissioned as
lieutenant general." and who was "authorized to com¬
mand the armies of the United State?." Here it will be
seen that the naked grade of lieutenant general is not
provi ded for, but that the designation is to be given to a

high officer, charged with the command of all our military
A (lue,t:°n srose respecting the constitutionality

of this arrangement, because it seemed to interfere with
the constitutional right of the President to "be eom-
mander-in-chief of the army and navy of the United
states, He. And therefore, at a subsequent session of
congress, this arrangement was repealed, and provision
Vf. .e, f°r the appointment of a " general of the armies
of the Inited 8tates." I desire to leave sacred and un¬
touched an office eipressly created for Washington, and
also to avoid any constitutional question upon thissubject.
To render the proposed measure obnoxious, the grade

of lieutenant-general has been charged with being aristo¬
cratic and unsuited to the nature of our institutions. It
is rather difficult to treat so absurd an objection seriously.

h.at mak« »t aristocratic T Not the name, for we have
major-generals with higher sounding titles, though with
less rank, and we have captain-generals in the States, and
I believe, also, lieutenant-generals in some of them.
Where we shall stop in military grades is a mere questioa
of expediency, depending on existing circumstances, and
on the extent of our establishment. At one time, during
thaadministration of Mr. Jefferson, it was proposed, I
believe, by Gen. Dearborn, then Secretary of War, to have
no higher officer than a colonel; and for many years, from
the death of Gen. Wayne, indeed, until the war of lSll!,
with the exception of the increased establishment aris¬
ing out of the French difficulties, to which I have
already referred, we had none higher than a briga¬
dier-general, which was the rank of Gen. Wilkinson, who
commanded the army for many years. There is nothing
more anstocratio in one military grade than in another,
fcxperiance has shown that these gradations are essential
to efficient service, and whore they shall stop is, as I
have said, a mere question of legislative discretion. We
do not now need the permanent position of lieutenant-
general in our army, nor do I foresee when we shall.
And this conviction was the cause of the objection I first
took to thi« moaeure.

I ad vert to the general considerations I have just pre¬
sented not at all as reasons for the creation of the grade,
but to repel the charge of its aristocratic character, so
well calculated to excite prejudioes against it. My rea¬
son for its creation is that it will enable the proper autho¬
rity to render an appropriate testimonial to the services
or Uen. Scott, in the same manner as it has been rendered
to every officer in the army he led to battle and to vic¬
tory who was entitled to the distinction. It ianot ne¬
cessary to review the life of Gen. Scott that his country¬
men may be able to appreciate what he has done for their
interest and their honor. Almost half a century has
elapsed since his name and his deeds were household
words, familiar to the American people through the whole
extent of the republic.

But his campaign in Mexico was the crowning act of
his military life, and it will ever fill one of the brightest
pages of our history. I desire, however, to do justice to
uen Scott, bat no injustice to his colaborers in that great
work by a spirit of partisanship, to which we are ever
prone, and which would leave to his countrymen but little
concern in many glorious victories, but to admire their
splendor and his achievements. There is honor enough
for all, for the living and the dead, and let us render It to
all; to each, indeed, as he merits it Nothing is gained
for the eause of patriotism or of truth by those invidious
encomiums, which, while thfcy elevate ona, depress many
by the contrast they exhibit. Gen. Scott led to Mexico
an American army, composed of volunteers and ragultr
troops, equal to those to be found in any other service be
it where It may. in physical power, in honor, in valor! in
patriotism, and in intelligence. The progress of that
armv is almost without a parallel in ancient or modem
warfare, by the disparity of forae it encountered and over¬
come. by the celerity of its movements, and by the uniform
snooess of its operations, under ciroumstances of great trial
and difficulty, in the midstofa bostilepeople,and cutofffrom
their own oonntry, self-dependant and self-sustained. Ar¬
mies were dispersed or overthrown before our gallant
countrymen ; fortresses fell at their approach or attack
end the capture of the oapital terminated the campaign',
and in fact placed the nation at our maray. One incident
Which marked these splendid efforts gives them a deer in¬
terest and a *>ma.»lc character, whinh we TnaVa^kTn
vain in the records of national contorts. Foe many days
our adventurous army was lost to their countrymen and to
Uie world. Kelyiog .bon the gallantry and superinritv of
his troops, the general adopted the hardy tneasur^-wise,

is it proieJ by its success, but rush, as it would hare
jeeu denounced had it failed.of abandoning his commu.
lucati jns with the ooaM, and therefore with his couutry,
tud of committing the fate of hie army to a forward
Hutment iffto the heart of the enemy's territory, aud to
t vigorous attack upon the capital. We all remember
with what anxiety this decisive movement was regarded,
ind how we waited, with almost painful solicitude, for
lidiiitfi from our brethren engaged in a perilous conflict
ind shrouded from our view by the cloud that rested
ipon them, lint ere long this obscurity gave way, like
:hc veil that covered and then revealed the Trojan hero.

Quum circutnfusa repente,
Seindit se nubes, et in letheru purgat apertum,

ind we saw our flag upon the towers of Mexico, and the
sampaign brought to a gloriou? conclusion.
In these operations, so gratifying to our pride and so

honorable to our character, Gen. Scott was the leader,
the commander, responsible to his country for their pro¬
jection and their execution. And well did he fulfil the
task assigned to him. Bold and active in his movements,
fertile in resource, and prompt in seizing every advan¬
tage of the errors of his euewy, he displayed traits of
generalship which have commanded the respect of the
world, and have placed him among the great captains of
the age. And these brilliant achievements have not only
conferred imperishable honor upon our name, but they
have added to our moral strength and standing among
the nations of the earth by the display of noble qualities
which prove that an American army is as able as it is
willing to stand between their country and her foes, and
to defend her rights and her interests in any extremity
of difficulty and danger.

For hia share in these splendid feats I am willing to
make provision for conferring upon Gen. Scott this mark
of public approbation, and 1 think he well merits it.
The debate was continued by Messrs. BORLAND,

CHASE, HALE, CLEMENS, ADAMS, CHARLTON,
PRATT, and others, when

Mr. SHIELDS moved to amend the resolution by
striking out the word .' revive" and insert the word " cre¬
ate which motion wan agreed to.
And the question having been taken on the resolution

as amended, it was passed ?y the following vote :
YEAS.Messrs. Atchi»on, Badger, Bell, Brooke, Butler,

Cans, Charlton, Clemen*, Cooper, Davis, DeSaussure, Dixon,
Dodge, of Wisconsin, Dodg», of Iowa, Fish, Ooyer, Uwin,
Hunter, James, «[pnes of Tennessee, Mason, Miller, Morton,
Pierce, Pratt, Rush, Sewarl, Shields, Smith, Soul#, Spru-
ance, Underwood, Upham, nod Wade.S4.
NAYS.Messrs. Adams, Bradbury, Bright, Cathcart, Chase,

Felch, llalc, Hamlin, Norris, Sumner, Toucey, andWalker.12.
The bill to provide for the payment of such creditors of

the late Republic of Texas as are comprehended in the
act of Congress of 9th September, 1850, was read, and, on
motion jy Mr. PEARCE, the further consideration was
postponed to Thursday, the Gth January, and made the
spec i«l order for that aay.
The Senate then held a brief Executive session and

adjourned.
IDUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.

On nution of Mr. HOUSTON, the House went into
Committie of the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr.
Stuart, >f Michigan, in the chair,) and resumed the con-
eideratioi of the President's message, the question being
on the resolutions proposing to refer the various subjects
embrace*, therein to appropriate committees, and the
amendmtnt offered thereto bv Mr. Clixqmak, proposing
to instrurt the Committee of Ways and Means to report,
on or bebrc the first day of January next, a bill to admit
railroad ron free of duty.

Mr. TIOMAS M. HOWE moved to amend the amend¬
ment by adding thereto a proviso that this act shall not
continue in force after the 30th day of June, 18o4.
Mr. H said that he offered this amendment to limit, in

the even, of its passage, the operation of the bill propos¬
ed by thi gentleman from North Carolina, thereby indi¬
cating h s opposition to it. He was opposed to it as a
measure fraught with the most serious consequences to
the State which he had the honor in part to represent.
Penusyhania was largely engaged in manufacturing gen¬
erally, Ixit her chief and most important manufacturing
interest was that of iron. This interest was coeval with
the Government itself, and had had a steady increase un¬
der the fostering legislation of the country, until in a mea¬
sure arrested by the radical change of policy which cha¬
racterized the legislation of 184t>.

Mr. CARTTER cordially congratulated the country,
and more especially his constituents, upon the fall in the
price of iron, and he thanked God that this had occurred.
He was in favor of the measure he submitted the other
day, proposing free trade and direct taxation. Let Ame¬
rican genius and the advantages of a home market con¬
stitute the tariff of protection; and if there was not
enough genius, energy, industry, and economy in the
American character (and that character was proverbial
for all these traits) to enable them to take care of them¬
selves, they should let them alone.
The amendment of Mr. Howe was then rejected: Ayes

44. noes not counted.
Mr .TONES, nf TprmoMM. mo»«i to the amend¬

ment bo as to repeal the duties on all iron.
He said that if that portion of iron which entered into

the construction of railroads was to come into the countryfree of duty, that that part of it which was used by the
peat body of the American people, and which entered
into the construction of agricultural and mechanical im¬
plements, should also be allowed to <ome in free. Theyshould not make the corporations of this country the es¬

pecial favorites of the Government, for they were now al¬
most controlling it. He was for the least possible rate of
duties, and should be willing to annihilate the burden
now imposed upon the commerce of the oountry. Let
property support the Government, and let trade be free.
But, as much as he desired a reduction of the tariff, he
was not disposed.at this time to interfere with the sub¬
ject. He desired it to come up, as it must, at the next
Congress, when they should have a President favorable to
a reduction of the tariff system, and when they would
have a legislative body in favor of a reduction of duties
to the lowest possible point at which a requisite amount
of revenue could be raised. He hoped that the whole
subject of the tariff at this session would be passed over,
until the- friend* of that system which the country had
declared in favor of would be in a majority not only in
Congress but with regard to the administration of the Ex¬
ecutive branch of the Government.

Mr. FULLER, of Pennsylvania, thought that the adop¬
tion of the proposition of the gentleman from North Caro¬
lina, to admit railroad iron free of duty, would not only
be one of grossest injustice to those citizens who had in-
vetted their mouey in this branch of industry, but would
be highly injurious to the Government itself. As had
been stated by his colleague, under the tariff of 1842 a

large amount of capital was invested in Pennsylvania in
the manufacture of railroad iron. The people of that
State, in pursuance of what they supposed to be the es¬
tablished policy of the Government, upon the faith and
with the guaranty ef the Government, had invested their
money in this branch of manufactures, and the adoption of
the proposition of the gentlemen from North Carolina would
have a ruinous effect upon th» interests of his State.
Tho amendment of Mr. Johes was then adopted.
Mr. FREEMAN moved to amend the amendment of Mr.

CLifQMAM so as to reduce the duties upon railroad iron
one per cent., and argued that such a reduction would
benefit the whole country.

Mr. FULLEK contended that nothing would be gained
by repealing the duties on railroad iron. The demand
was now greater than the supply, and, if the duty should
b« repealed, the thirty per cent., which this year amount¬
ed to two and a half millions, and which had gone Into the
Treasury, instead of going into the Treasury would go
into the pockets of British ironmasters.

Mr. GKOW urged that to repeal the duty on railroad
iron would be to strike a most deadly and fatal blow at
the iron manufactures of the country, which had grown
up under the faith of the Government.
The amendment of Mr. Frkbnam was then rejected.
Mr. FREEMAN moved to reduce the duty on cailroad

iron two per cent. He said that u red notion of dnty would
increa«e the building of railroads, and thus enhance the
property of fanners and afford them easier access to a

market.
Mr. CHANDLER said that as this measure had been

presented as a Democratic one, he would appeal to the
Democratic sympathies of the committee, and he thought
lie might appeal to Democratio practice. If he remem¬
bered aright, in 1842 the great rather of free trade. Mr.
Walker, was himself an eloquent advocate of a dnty of
twenty-five dollars peT ton upon railroad iron, and in 1846
refuted to accede to the wish of certain ultra gentlemen
to take off the duty. The farmers whom he had the ho¬
nor to represent were anxious that the duties upon rail¬
road iron should be retained; the owners of railroads in
Pennsylvania, those who had spent their money for their
(jonstniction, and who were perhaps in part owners of
iron beds «md coal mines, all of which needed the protec¬
tion of this' dnty, asked also that they might receive the
same share of protection which other portions of the com-1
munity were receiving.
The question was then taken on the amendment of Mr.

FasKMAN, and it was rejected.
Mr. MKA< HAM moved to amend the amendment of

Mr. CUMKav so as to instruct the Committee of Ways
and Means to report a bill directing the Secretary of the
Treasury to refund the duties which have been paid upon
railroad iron since the 1st of December, 184B.

Mr. M. said that as thll had been proclaimed upon all
sides (is a Democratic measure, he assumed that, accord¬
ing to Democratic doctrine, justice and equality should to
done all. This being true, he assumed that it was their
«luty not only to admit railroad iron free hereafter, bnt to
make free that which had already been admitted under a

heavy duty, and his amendineiit"was intended to accom¬

plish this object.
Mr. CMNGMAN opposed the amendment of the gentle¬

man from Vermont. When the taxes on railroad iron

were collected it was to be presumed that the Governmentueeded them. The Government uow did not need these
taxes and therefore he proposed to repeal them. He
held that it was the duty of the Government to repeal un¬

necessary taxes.
. ,The amendment of Mr. Mkacham was then rejected.

Mr. WASHBURN moved to amend the amendment ot
Mr. I'usuman by substituting in lieu thereof a provision
directing the Committee of Ways and Means to *eport on
the subject of the tariff on or before the first Monday of
February next. He thought it must be admitted by al
that there should be some reduction of the turin, and ie

saw no good reason why they should postpone measures
having that object in view. He believed, on the contrary,
that every reason existed why they should take early ac¬
tion upon the subject. Now was the time to consider the
question without reference to politics, and he trusted that
measures would now be taken to revise the whole subject.

Mr. HOWARD said that it seemed to him that this
movement on the part of gentlemen on the other side
was certainly a political movement upon the chess-board.
If those gentlemen came forward and admitted that their
whole p«i»cy in relation to the tariff was erroneous, and
that it was their purpose to reverse that policy, and con¬
fessed before the country their political errors, they would
at least address themselves to the consideration of the
House and country for their candor. But this was not
the case. They stili#dbered to the protective policy in
all their argument#, 40,he believed that the object of the
whole movement was to got a protective tariff under the
pretence of free trade.

Mr. TAYLOR moved a substitute in lieu of the one pro¬posed by Mr. Washburn, to the effect that the Committee
of Ways and Means be instructed to inquire into the pro¬
priety of substituting specific for ad valorem duties when¬
ever it may be practicable, or a home valuation instead of
the present mode of ascertaining the rate of duties im¬
posed by the tariff of 1840, in accordance with the re¬
commendation of President Fillmore in his last annual
message.

,Mr. T. said that he should not trouble the committee
with any remarks upon this subject, but that he differed
materially from the opinions expressed by some of his
friends on both sides of the committee in relation to what
might be the great danger to arise from the vast surplusin 4he Treasury of the United States oil the first (lay of
last July. He thought that if the Government would payits honest debts and provide for the just claimants who
had been knocking at the doors of the Treasury for the
last fifty years the country would have no surplus. We
were in debt sixty or eighty millions of dollars. Now, it
a man was in dobt sixty or eighty thousand dollars, ami
happened to have fifteen thousand dollars in hand, had
he a surplus? Certainly not. On the same principle,the Government had 110 surplus, none but what they mijrht
properly apply to the payment of the honest debts of the
Government. They could apply a part of the supposedsurplus so as to pay off a portion of the public debt; theycould provide for the French indemnity fire millions.a
claim which was justly due in the opinion of one branch
of the Government, and which had been pending for near¬
ly fiftv years.one which was once provided for by Con¬
gress, but whioh was vetoed by Mr. Polk, upon grounds
which he (Mr. T.) never could sanction.
The President in his message to the last session of Con¬

gress made certain recommendations in relation to the ta¬
riff, not that he expected a Democratic House of Repre¬
sentatives would adopt what was called the Whig policy
of discriminating protective duties, but he called the at-
tention of Congress to the immense frauds which were

practiced upon the Treasury, and, as a faithful Presiden^he asked them to provide means by which to detect and
punish such frauds, and to prevent them in future. That
message laid upon the table nine months, and was not
even referred, greatly to his regret. Now the President
renewed his recommendation, and also reiterated his re¬
commendation for a discriminating protective policy, for
specific instead of ad valorem duties; and though the
House might not be willing to adopt the recommendation
it was given in good faith by Mr. Fillmore, who was about
to retire, respected, he believed, by all honest men of the
country of all parties. Some committee, standing or se¬
lect should take into consideration the recommendations
contained in the message, and endeavor to take some ac¬
tion to prevent frauds upon the Treasury; at least to
provide for the protection of American ludustrj against
f° M*r^ENABLE expressed himself in favor of the pro¬
position to repeal the duties on railroad iron, and declar¬
ed that he was a free-trade man, out and out, though be
did not believe the country was at present prepared lor
an abolition of duties.

. ,The amendment of Mr. Taylor was then rejected-
Ayes 4fi, noes 82.

, fMr DUNCAN moved a substitute for the amendment of
Mr. Washburx, instructing the Committee of Ways and
Means to report a bill to reduce the duties on certain ar¬
ticles and exempt the duties on others, and addressed the
committee in its favor.

omon,iMr EWING said that he was opposed to the amend-
ment, and to all similar ones, believing that they were im¬

practicable and calculated to defeat the object m view.
He was in favor of repealing the duty upon railroad iro ,

being of the opinion that it could be sustained even upon
the principle of protection.

. .The amendment of Mr. Dckcak was then rejected.
Mr. MEADE offered a substitute for the amendment ot

Mr. Wasubues, instructing the Committee of Ways and
Means to report a bill reducing the duties on railroad iroii
to that Doiu* wliioh in tWir opinion would ensure as much
revenue, and no more, as was received from me tu^-ortation of iron during the last fiscal year. He "Pained th*
he had offered his amendment because he believed, frotr
the votes which had been taken, and^ f*Pec1*^ V.which adopted the amendment of the gentleman froir
Tennessee (Mr. Josbs,) that it was the purpose of the
committee' not to reduce the present revenue collected

Mr. 8KELTON opposed the amendment, alii also ex¬

pressed himself against any alteration of the utriff at the
PF
The amendment of Mr. Meade was then rejected.
Mr FICKL1N offered an amendment, and stated tfist

he desired the tariff of 1846 modified by reducing the taxes
which it imposed upon the imports of the country
Mr HOUSTON opposed any interference with the tann

at
"

this time, believing that at the ensuing Congress it
would be necessary that an entire revisionshould be.made
The amendment of Mr. Ficklin was then rejected, as

was also the substitute offered by Mr. Washburs.
The question was next taken on the amendment of Mr.

Clinomam as amended on motion of Mr. Joses, and it was

^The* original resolution, as offered by Mr. Houston, was
then agreed to.

.Various other amendments were offered to the remain¬
ing resolutions, an l having all been disposed of.
The committee rose and reported their action to

All the resolutions were then adopted, except one to
which an amendment was pending; before disposing or
which, the House adjourned.

Wednesday, December 22, 1852.

IN SENATE.
The PRESIDENT of the Senate laid before the body a

communication from the Secretary of the Intenor, in
answer to a resolution of the 21st instant giving the rea¬
sons why he had delayed responding ^ the resolution of
the 10th March last, requiring information in relation to
the Commission appointed to run and mark the
rv between the United States and Mexico; which was
laid on the table and ordered to be printed.

fThe Secretary staUs that in consequence of the Fifth
Auditor not having furnished him the inforniat.on called
for by the resolution of the 8d March, 1&>2, he U not
enabled to communicate it to the Senateand thiu
it would 1* perceived that he had responded as promptly
as possible.*]

reports from committees.
By Mr BRADBURY: From the Committee on the Ju-

dici.rr, ..kin, M b^i»h.rr<l fr»» It- «"».
J-r.tim of the momori.1 of Lo«i' 0'»T"
»ens of New Jersey, asking an amendment to the patent
laws, on the ground that a bill had already been report-
e^ByWMr ^OEYEST From the Committee on the Judicia¬
ry, isking to be discharged from the further considera¬tion of the memorial of Leslie *h®
payment, of certain Texas bonds held by him; which was

ft*Al«o, from the same committee, to be discharged from
the further consideration of the memorial of members of
the bar and citiiens of California in favor of increasing the

of the Judge of the northern district of California.:.d?rom£ US**»' s;.b L- and" 0
llelfenstein : which was agreed to.
By Mr FELCH . From the Committee on Public Lands,

House wil granting to the Baeketfs Harbor and Ellisburg
railroad company the right of way through the military
reservation at Sacket's Harbor, New Urk, without
amendment, and asked its immediate consideration.objection being made, the bill was read a third time

""aIso, from the same committee, the bill to extend the
provisions of the fourth section of an act to .grant the
right of way to all rail and plank-road companies and
macadamised turnpikes through the public land ot the
United States for the purposes therein named, recom¬
mending that the bill be indefinitely postponed; which
was agreed to.

railroad TO Tint PACIFIC.
By Mr GWIN : A bill authoritlng the construction of

a railroad and branches ; fyr establishing a certain po<ta
communication between the shores of the

,Uutic, within the United State*; fot the protection and

facilities of travel and commerce; and for the necessary
defences of the country.

Mr. GWIN asked that the bill might hare its second
reading then. It was an important measure, ajri ahuuki
be acted on with as little delay as possible, ms object
was to make it the special order fur the 19th January
next.

Mr. HUNTER suggested that, if the Senator from
California persisted in his motion, a later day should be
named. There were bills, be thought, of more import¬
ance that should have precedence, and if that bill was
made the speciul order for that day, it would interfere
very materially with the more pressing business of the
Senate. .

Mr. GWIN insisted that there was no more important
bill on the culendar, and sustained his motion to make it
the speciul order for the day named.

Mr. CH ASE insisted that the bill ought to receive the
sanction of a committee, and that the ordinary rules of
legislation should never be departed from without some
very cogent reason.

Mr. HUSK expressed the hope that the motion of Mr.
Qwm might prevail. He urged the vital importance, in
a national poiut of view, of having an overlaud communi¬
cation with the Pacific.

Mr. MANGUM concurred with Mr. Rusk. It was in¬
deed a great national object, and it was not necessary to
send it a committee to arrange the details.

Mr. BRIGHT said it was a very important measure,
and for that very reason should be submitted to the com¬
mittee. Of what use was the Committee on Roads and
Canals if it were not to investigate such subjects as were
connected with the bill? Resides, on this matter there
was a very great conflict of opinion as to where the road
should commence and where terminate; and while he
was in favor of the general proposition, he still thought
the subject ought to be referred.

Mr. GWIN insisted that no subject was better under¬
stood ; that elaborate reports had been made from two
committees.on Territories and Post Offices and Tost
Roads.thoroughly examining the whole matter. lie
thought it was time for action ; if the bill was to go to a
committee, it would be reported, placed on the calendar,
and there be buried. It was a measure important to the
whole country, and more particularly so to his constitu¬
ents, and he should be recreant to his duty if he did not
urge it. Let it be made the Bpeoial order for the time
specified. If not agreeable in its provisions, it could be
amended, nay, it might be stricken out, all after the en¬
acting olause, if they wished it; but he desfted to have
it the basis of early action on the measure.

Mr. HAMLIN contended that it would be treating the
committee with discourtesy not to send it; and he was of
opinion that the object of the mover would be more ef¬
fectually promoted by allowing the committee to investi¬
gate it.

Mr. CHASE said it was his sole object to have the bill
take the ordinory course. He pointed to the bills on the
calendar in which a very deep interest was felt, to wit,the homestead biU, Mr. llennei-o v.:ji others of
far more pressing importance than the one under
ration.

After some further remarks from Messrs. STOCKTON,
WELLER, UPHAM, BUTLER, and others-

Mr. GWIN moved that his bill lie on the table and be
printed; which motion was agreed to.

Mr. GWIN said he could reach his object by moving to
take up the bill for " the protection of the emigrant route
and a telegraphic line, and for an overland mail between
the Missouri river and the settlements in California and
Oregon;" and that motion having been agreed to, that bill
was made the special order for the 10th January next.

COMPENSATION TO MEMBERS OF CONORE88.
On motion by Mr. UNDERWOOD, the Senate proceeded

to consider the bill to change the mode of compensating
members of Congress.
The bill provides two thousand, dollars a year salary

for each member and delegate; one thousand to be paid at
the commencement of each session, and one thousand at
the close; the mileage the same as at present, but to be
measured by a straight line. Ten dollars per day to be
deducted for every day absent, unless from sickness of
self, wife, or child; must testify on oath the number of
days absent, and if he refuses no payment to b^made.

After Mr. UNDERWOOD explained the object he had in
view in introducing the bill.

Mr. BADGER replied, and moved its indefinite post¬
ponement.
And after a few remarks from Mr. ADAMS.
The question was taken by yeas and nays, and decided

in the affirmative, as follows:
YEAS.Mes.-rs. Atchison, Badger, Borland, Charlton,

Clarke, Clemens, Dodge of Wisconsin, Dodge of Iowa, Ueyer,
Owin, Hunter, Jones of Tennessee, Mahgum, Miller, Rusk,
Shields, Soule, Spruance, Stockton, Upham, and Wellur.21.
NAYS.Messrs. Adams, Bayard, Brooke, Butler, Chase,

DeSaussure, Dixon, Fish, Hale, Hamlin, Mason, Norris,
Pratt, Seward, Sumner, Toucey, Underwood, Wade, and
Walker.19.
And the Senate adjourned.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.
The SPEAKER stated that the question was upon the

eighth resolution yesterday reported from the Committee
of the Whole on the state of the Union, proposing to re¬
fer so much of the President's message as relates to com¬
merce and the improvement of harbors and liters to the
Committee on Commerce.

Mr. ROBINSON explained that the resolution,'k as offer¬
ed In committee by the chairman of the Committee of
Ways and Means, (Mr Hr»r«To*,) proposed to dlriile this
subject, so as to refer the subject of rivers to the Commit¬
tee on Roads and Canals, (which the rule required,) and
the subject of harbors to the Committee oa Commerce..
The Committee of the Whole amended the resolution so
as to refer both subjects to the Committee qr Commerce,
which was tantamount to instructions to that committee
to bring in a river and harbor bill, and tp overslaugh the
Committee on Roads and Canals, lie hoped this would
not be permitted, and demanded the yeas and nays on
the adoption of the resolution as it now stood.
The yeas nnd nays were ordered, and being taken, re¬

sulted : Yeas 85, nays 08.
So the resolution was agreed to.

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES.
The SPEAKER then proceeded to call the committees

for reports, when the following were made:
Mr. WILLIAMS, from the Committee on Elections, re¬

ported the following resolution:
Htnlred, That the Clerk be directed to pay Joan S. Lit-

tkll his per diem and mileage, a* is usually allowed to mem¬
ber! of Congress, from the commencement of the 31st Con¬
gress to the 11th day of September, 1 *50, inclusive, the con¬
tent for a seat between him and the Hon. Joh.v Ru»bi*s, Jr.haviftg been decided on that day.

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, moved to lay the resolution
on the taWe; which motion was disagreed to.
The question was then taken on the resolution, and it

was agreed te by the following vote: Yeas 83, nays 74.
Mr. GAMBLE, from the Committe* on Elections, re¬

ported the following resolution:
Rttolrtd, That the Clerk of this House be directed' to payHuwainics B. Wright, e.nrtertant in tbe contested election

case from the 11th Congressional distriet ofPennsylvania, in tbe
first session of the 32d Congress, the same daily pay nnd mile¬
age paid to members of this House from tbe first day of said
session until the second day of July following, inclusive, beingthe day upon which said contest was decid«*L
The resolution was agreed to: Y«as 100, nays 50.
Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, from the Committee on

Elections, reported the following resolution :

Retolrrd, That the Clerk of this House pay to John Talia¬
ferro, of Virginia, the same compensation per diem and mileagethat is allowed members ot Congress, computing the per diem
from the commencement of the first session of tbe 12th Con¬
gress till the 2d of December, 1811. Also, that he paythe said Taliaferro a like compensation per diem and mileagefrom the Commencement of the first session of the 13tk Con¬
gress to and including the 2d of August, 1813 and the like
compensation per diem and mileage, computing the pef diem
from the eotnmencetnent of tbe second session of the 13th
Congress to and including February 17, 1814.
A brief debate ensued as to the merits of the case;when,
On motion of Mr. A8HE, the resolution was amended

so an to allow Mr. Taliaferro the compensation allowed
by the law in force when he was a contestant.

Mr. DOCOCK asked a division of the resolution, so that
a separate vote could be taken upon each of its branches.
The resolution was accordingly so divided, and the

question was first taken upon the first branch of the reso¬
lution, and it was agreed to : Yeas y7, nays 52.
The second branch of the resolution was then disagreed

to : Yeas 57, nays 74.
Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, moved te reconsider the

vote just taken.
Pending whiqht House adjourned.

DAK1SL w. ADAMS, __
UtHXO*.

A DAMS 4c DIXON,
Attorneys and Cuunsellnn at Las,

JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI,
Will practice in ali the Courts held at Jackson, and in the
Circuit and Probate Courts of the adjoining counties.
June 2A."m

I^OK HA I.E. 4NOarre* rich Otto* I.and in Mississip-^ pi. It lieson the Tombigbee river, only a few miles from the
tk>uri.<hisg town of Aberdeen, which now contains about 5,000
inhabitants. Steamboats from Mobile pass regularly to Aber¬
deen. and the contemplated railroad from Jackson, the capi¬
tal of the 8tate, to Nashville will pu>» directly by or near :his
land. The country aboat Aberdeen is settled up largely by
Virginians, and the above property presents a flattering In¬
ducement to any one wishing U» emlgrat* to tbe rich cotton
lands on the Tomblgbee. It will be sold or exchanged on
reasonable terms for lands in Eastern Virginia, or in any of
the Northern or Middle States, as the owner has left tho
South, and wishes to close up h» business there. Address,
postpaid. AMBROSE P. MERRILL,
tept 22.Jsawp Frankfort, Maiuo.


